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Historical Introduction

This edifice is the third in succession which its congre-
gation has occupied in the same neighborhood. The western part
of the Borough of The Bronx was included in Wesichegter Counby
until 1874, &nd the eastern part until 18835.

Jdenkins, The Story of the Borough of The FBronx,
1912, pp. 1, 74 8.

We therefore ook to Boiton's Hist. of Westchester County for the

historica.i sowrces relating to the Leginnings of the Reformed Dutéh
Church in the ancient #lanor of Ferdham.

The Manor grant was zZiven to Jan Arcer (John Archer) by Governor
Loveisce under aate of Novemier 13,16Y1i. Forcdham Manoo was bounded
on the west vy the Harlem River, on the east by the Bronx Hiver, on
the north Uy & iine runpdng n.oariy due east from Spuyten Duyvil, and
on the south by a line running nearly cue east from the present High
Bridge.

It was settied by the Dutch from Hariem, who came across the
Hariem River from kManhatten Is-and. Thoy brought the religion oif the
istabiished Reformed Church. A48 scon as the Dutch recartured New York
in 1873, the iphebitanis of Fordham Village petitioned Governor Colve
that viliaze magistratss be seicclbed by him o the Reformed Christian
reiigzion oniy and of the Dutch nation.

Lfter Archer's death, Corneiis Ste:znwyck acguired the Manor as
mortgzagee. He and his wife left it to the "Nether Heformed Dutch Con-
zregaition within the city oi New York" by will dated Wovembsd 20,1684,
Steenwyck wes the third mayor of New Yorx, being elecbed first in 1868,

and in i670, 1658z and 168%. Confiicting ¢claims reduced the extent of
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the property ucouired from tus Steenwycks by the Duten Congregation

of.ﬁew York City, wnick nac¢ been cstablished as eariy as 1623 in the
fort at New Amsterdam (the name New York bore when under Dutch rule).
Its sucesssor ig the present Colleziste Reformed Church of New York.

The Collezgiate Church organized a soclety on its property at
Fordham in ¥ny, 1992. Thne Rev. Joon ifontaigne was installed as pastor,
and serviceg were first held as usual in grivate homes.

The [irst churceh was built in 1700 through the liberality of
Vargaretta Steenwyck (widow of Copnelis Steenwyck), William Dyciman and
otpers. Tie bullding stood on tne ferm of James Valentine, later the
property of Hoses Devoe, at what is now Tordhan Toad and Seugwlex Avenude.

The names of those land-owners are perpetusted in the nanes of a strest

and a park csspectively. At toe southeast corner of tne crogsing of
thnese two rosdg owmerly stood thne anclent Tuten burying-ground, and toe
churei stoor on the north siue of Fordozm Road on tre lawmi now ocoupiel
by %ebbls Shlrbulliing icadeny and onme. In srite of tne usual vifiicul-
ties in supiorting a minist-or in tue sariy daye, Loe buliding repalined
in use untii Yae Revoliution. Yowinle Jomm ¥. Tedars, tuelir fustor,goiniu
donbtyomery in the fansds exgedition ng cnaplalr sorey in tos strulgle.
Mudny tno var, Lho esuren wolllice sulVearen e ususl aiseshorg

bein: nioss Lo toe cay of the daoszisn corsnos Lo Tomericn wnd bls Chassnurs,

it probably served as 4 n08.1tal or sbable &8 obnel CourcLes ¢ld,
Liie Heforion Jhurcn aea? in Dlsbbusa on Sogt. o
1800, 1t was resolved to give encoursgeasnt by Lie congregoallon walie &

- R 1 . s L. M T, by per L re e era e L g 'k v
crogpecl agearew st bhe Yreudcet courca st Poronad wouie L6 reshtoso,

and tas ominent Teve John eocy Liviagsion wus sent to visib boen.
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purpose by Dennis Valentine, Sr.,near the site of tha prescnt church
on Kingsbridge Road, which, in the ﬁoéern pian of the City, is two
long blocks north of the old site.

The Rev. Ir. Livingston repnorted in 1802 that he had reorganized
the church sccording to ‘his sooointeent, an? the Rev, Johin Jucksen was
installed ug rustor. Tleven castors have ssrved the congregation since
1825 when his term of service ended.

The Present ¥difice: Date, Lecablon and Description

In 1342 the present edifice wus erected impeadiately adjolning tne
gite of the second, on :ane given by Volentine's son. It stands on the

-

north side of {ingsbridge Road about ovnposite the head of Grand Avenue

v and near the Tirst Oroton Anueduct.
. In 1878, Tprzee B. (laflin, ¥%sy., woose suburban residence and
y » Il

iarge private grownls remalned simost unchanpged until recent yeurs just
north of the church, zave funis for the eunlargement of the edifice,
The church records, unfortunate:y, were destroyed by fire several

years prior to the publicution of Jenkins'! Story of the Bromnx in 1012

(g:¥.y 0.278).

The foliowing “escristive field-notes wére precared by #r. Alfred
Cemnlmas, frenitect, of lew Tork, durling ths present sarvay:

"rhe orivinal builcing, ln generasl design ant detail culte churacter-
istic of the Jecline of tihn Greek revival In the anid-ninetecznth century, .
ig a simple brick siructure wits wood portico, entublature, ani cupolsa.

The two larze ball finizls at each side of the pediment wipich are out of

character with the rest of the facade were added in thes Bighties. The

weather—vane, which wgs removed in recont years afier the supporting rod
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had been bent by a wind storm, is at presant xept on the second 3. PRa ﬂ;
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wlatforn of the cunola.

"The beli, mounted on the first platform of the cupola, was
formeriy ogperated by means of a rope over s whesl. This wheel 18
89 inches in dlameter, beautifully fashivncd of oai and Tastened
together with woodl pins, a fine ssamnle of tha old whewlwright's
eraft. The bell is inscribed: 'Froe denseiy's Pouniry s ﬁ Troy
Ho¥o 184370,

i railery, a0w removad, origilnally exteuded across the south
end of the suditorium. In the gullery stalrwsy qow used oniy for
access to the cupnis, may still be seen a fragzent of ths original

wall decaration consisting of panel mouidings palnbsd on the plasiqer,

ey
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"The stained glass in the windows reflects Lh: conteanovary vogue

for the Gothic revival.?

Hritten, uay 4,13%4, by
%ﬁm«ﬁdfﬁfﬁa&%ﬁ~¢$
Traomus #. Holelhxiss

118 Pine Street,
Peeisrili, MHew Ivrn.
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